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Medium: Audiocassette and digital recorder 
 
Transcription: Jonathan David Sattele, April 30, 2013 
 
 
Transcriber’s note: This interview of Rita Powella [pronounced pow-ella] was conducted on April 15, 
2013 by Jonathan David Sattele. The interview took place in the living room of her house while her son 
Harold was present. Both a digital and cassette recorder were used. 
 
Powella: [When I] worked at Florida Southern you could take classes, but two classes a semester, which 
would allow you to gather 
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cancer research because I guess he died early from it. He had been a Pulitzer winner in writing or 
something with newspaper writing so they raised the funds for that and that’s why we named it the A.P. 
Cook Memorial Cancer Lab. I guess Southern just came from Florida Southern. But it was interesting 
how it started because I was sitting home in my house just typing my husband’s papers for school and 
stuff and Dr. Sokoloff happened to live in the same area and he used to walk by the house. He stopped 
one day and said to me, “Do you type for other people?” and I said, “Well I never had but I guess I 
could.” 
 
He was writing a book at the time and it might have been The Story of Penicillin or The Miracle Drugs or 
something. So that’s how we first met to go ahead and start even doing that. That is when he was 
starting and needed somebody in the place. I did get the job working there. I did so by working through 
the day and then I didn’t take a lunch time so that I could leave at three o’clock when the kids got out of 
school and then I would go home. We worked six days a week, not five. We worked Saturdays and 
everything. In research you have to work Saturdays, Sundays, and everything. If you’re running an 
experiment you have to. 
 
My first son was born up 
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Powella: This that you have to do, what is this, a class assignment or something? 
 
Sattele: It’s a class assignment to go out and interview past students and find out a little bit about their 
life, about why they chose FSC, and so why did you choose FSC? 
 
Powella: Well, my sister had come down first ’cause as I sa
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Powella: 
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that was a great experience just being associated with them ’cause a lot of them didn’t speak much 
English but we had to all get along somehow. Of course, they came over and were not too well-received 
when you went around looking for places for them to stay because it was too close to the Second World 
War that people didn’t want to have the Japanese. Yet they had nothing to do with the war part of it. 
They all did come over and they stayed the couple of years and then they have to leave the United 
States after the couple years. They can leave and they could come back but they can’t stay ’cause 
otherwise a lot of them would have loved to have stayed in the United States rather than go back. A lot 
of them had places that they were associated with a college or something over there in a research 
institute. It was another whole new thing to learn, their culture, all their things, and so we got 
everything. We had one from Egypt, we had one from Bangladesh, we had India. On different ones they 
could bring different scientists they could bring different countries and they would come spend some 
time working and it was a learning experience the whole time. Because the people, and you always 
associated with them because you’re trying to help them out also. They got as much as they could about 
the what goes on in the United States. 
 
Sattele: I know language barriers can be difficult. 
 
Powella: Well this was it! Well there was one couple came and they had a little girl who was about first 
grade. So naturally they her put her in school here so she used to be able to interpret because she 
learned the English quickly and sometimes if they were trying to tell us something and if they didn’t 
know the word somehow she would come up with it and help us. 
 
Harold Powella: She was an amazing child because she actually was able to be in the middle and break 
down what they were saying and translate back and forth. 
 
Powella: And then they’d all pack up and go home. I’d stayed in touch with a lot of them but of course 
they have all gotten older and they have left too. 
 
Sattele: How did you get to campus day to day? 
 
Powella: I just drove down. 
 
Sattele: Bus or bike? 
 
Powella: No, no, no. Bus service in Lakeland is not that great; and it still isn’t. It doesn’t run on Sundays 
or anything. Now there is bus service if you want certain things and during the day ’cause the busses 
stop at like eight or 10 at night. There’s no transportation really. I had a car that I always had to go. The 
Japanese when they came they always would buy a car. In fact they would buy a car and take it back 
home with them. The American cars became very valuable once they hit Japan. I mean a lot of people 
that was a status symbol to have an American car. 
 
Harold Powella: You know like your big Chevy Impala. Back then it was not a big deal to send a 
Chevrolet to Japan. They’d get home and everybody would say, “You got a Chevrolet.” It was I 
remember that part of it. They had where you come by the president’s house they had a back road that 
they could drive right up to the door of the research lab, they didn’t worry about parking. So when she 
went in to work … 
 
Powella: It’s still there I think. 
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Harold Powella: 
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Harold Powella: Well it was in case we had a … 
 
Powella: With Cuba as close as it was to us. 
 
Harold Powella: Everybody was always scared of the bomb coming and that was considered an area 
that would be kind of safe to go. They did at one time. I used to go explore the tunnels. I was not 
supposed to. 
 
Powella: Well, since we had doorways we could just go in. 
 
Harold Powella: We could go right into the tunnels and on weekends there was nobody around. 




