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Biographical/Historical Sketch 
 
L. (Lotan) Harold Dewolf (1905-1986) was a native of Columbus, Nebraska.  He received his A.B. from 
Nebraska Wesleyan University in 1924 and his S.T.B. in 1926.  He earned a Ph.D. from Boston 
University in 1935.  From 1926 through 1936, DeWolf served as a Methodist minister in Nebraska and 
Massachusetts, respectively.  From 1934-1944 he was a professor in the Department of Philosophy at 
Boston University before becoming a professor of Systematic Theology at Boston University.   
 
Dr. DeWolf was the author of several books, including The Religious Revolt against Reason; Eternal 
Life: Why We Believe; What Americans should do about Crime; and Crime and Justice in America: A 
Paradox of Conscience.  He is also the author of several other publications, including “The Case for 
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Notes to Researchers  
These materials have been arranged in as logical order as possible.  There was no discernable order 
prior t
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Box F # Series         Sub-Series     Title /Description 

1   
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 15 General  Marriage Records (MA), 1931-61 

 16 General  King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1964-81 

3     

 1 General  Dean, Wesley Theological Seminary, 1965 

 2 General  Biographical 

 3 Lecture Notes  “The University Lecture” Boston University, 1960 

 4 Lecture Notes  Virginia Methodist Conference Pastors’ School, 
Blackstone, October 2-5, 1967 

 5 Lecture Notes  “The Catholic-Protestant Dialogue: Its 
Theological Perils and Values”  Undated 

 6 Lecture Notes  “The Victim: Forgotten Person of America’s 
Criminal Justice”  Undated 

 7 Lecture Notes  Miscellaneous Undated 

 8 Methodist 
Church 

 Editorial Committee, 1964-76 

 9 Publications and 
Papers 

 Book and Article Reviews, 1942-48 

 10 Publications and 
Papers 

 “The Religious Revolt Against Reason,” 1949-51 

 11 Publications and 
Papers 

 “A Theology of the Living Church I,” 1952-61 

 12 Publications and 
Papers 

 “A Theology of the Living Church II,” 1957-64 

 13 Publications and 
Papers 

 “A Hard Rain’s a-Gonna Fall,” 1964-65 

 14 Publications and 
Papers 

 Article: “The Authority of Religious Experience,” 
1958 

 15 Publications and 
Papers 

 “The Age of Evangelism: A Trilogy on the Nature 
and Work of Evangelism,” 1965 

 16 Publications and 
Papers 

 Article: “Theology and Ecology,” 1970 

 17 Publications and 
Papers 

 “Responsible Freedom,” 1971 

 18 Publications and 
Papers 

 “Two Americas: The Ethics of Sentencing,” 
Commencement Address, University of 
Nevada—Reno, 1973 

 19 Publications and 
Papers 

 Article: “Criminal Justice as a Social Defense 
and Restoration: A Theory Rooted in the 




